ANTH 320/INTS 335 Indigenous Peoples of Latin America

Professor England

Spring 2006
Course Description: This course introduces students to the basic histories, social structures, cultures, and current issues facing indigenous peoples in Central and South America. The course begins with an exploration of the historical processes that have shaped indigenous communities from pre-Columbian times, through conquest and colonization, up to the 20th century, including economic domination, racism and racial hierarchies, nation-state formation, civil war, and the spread of global capitalism. This will lead to an understanding of the current situation of indigenous peoples today, not as social isolates, but rather as the products of these complex processes through which inequalities are reproduced.  We will then discuss many of the contemporary issues faced by indigenous peoples such as environmental destruction, ethnic social movements, relations with multinational corporations, and issues of political sovereignty. We will also examine the responses of indigenous peoples to these processes through retreat, revolution, and political activism. 
 
Required Texts: 
1) Gonzalez, Gaspar Pedro (1995) A Mayan Life. Yax Te’ Foundation.

2)  Weismantel, Mary (2001) Cholas and Pishtacos: Stories of Race and Sex in the Andes. University of Chicago Press.
3) Conklin, Beth (2001) Consuming Grief: Compassionate Cannibalism in an Amazonian Society. University of Texas Press.
4) Kane, Joe (1995) Savages. Vintage Books. 
 
Articles and other selected readings on Angel.
 
 
Assignments and Grading: This course is meant to introduce students to some of the major issues discussed by anthropologists in relation to contemporary indigenous peoples and to think more broadly about how their lives and histories are intertwined with our own. As such the purpose of the course is not so much to memorize information about many different indigenous groups but rather to investigate themes and issues that have shaped their histories in varied and parallel ways. In light of this assignments are mainly focused on synthesizing and critically thinking about the articles and ethnographies assigned in class.  Each week you will have a short writing assignment (2-3 pages) that asks you to think about very specific aspects of what we are learning through the readings and films on indigenous societies. These essays will require you to be able to understand the basic argument of the articles and/or ethnographies, comment on them critically, and think reflectively about the implications of this argument for how we think about indigenous peoples, kinship, politics, and other themes that anthropologists typically research.  As there are 13 weeks in the semester you will have 13 writing assignments, out of which you must complete 10. At the end of the class you will have a final project due on the day of the final exam. I am open to different kinds of projects such as a standard research paper, an analysis of a piece of indigenous literature, an analysis of films dealing with indigenous peoples (such as Mel Gibson’s Apacalypto), or other creative ideas. The main goal of the final project is to be able to apply what we have learned in class to an analysis of current events, artistic expression, and so forth. 
 
Short Writing Assignments: 10 @ 8% each
Final paper: 20%
Classroom procedures and expectations: This course is a combination of lecture and discussion. You are expected to come to class prepared to discuss the readings. Writing assignments are due at the beginning of class and will be assessed a 10 point deduction if late. You are allowed no more than three absences throughout the term. Any more than three absences will result in a drop in letter grade on your final grade for the course. Sleeping in class will be counted as an absence.

Schedule of classes

Feb. 6 Pre-Colombian Mesoamerica


The Legacy of Mesoamerica, chapter 2

Feb. 8 Pre-Colombian Mesoamerica


The Legacy of Mesoamerica, chapter 3


Film: Hidden Empire: The Aztecs
Feb. 13 Mesoamerica, con’t 


Robert Sharer, Daily Life in Maya Civilization, chapters 7-9

Feb. 15 Mesoamerica, con’t


Robert Sharer, Daily Life in Maya Civilization, chapters 10, 11

Film: Popul Vuh
Feb. 20 Pre-Colombian Andean Civilizations


Adams, The Central Andes of South America

Feb. 22 Pre-Colombian Andean Civilizations


Terence D’Altroy, The Incas, chapters 7,8,11


Film: 

Feb. 27 The Conquest 


Todorov, Columbus and the Indians, Reasons for the Victory


Legacy of Mesoamerica chapter 4


Atahualpa and Pizarro

March 1 Colonization 


Nancy Farriss, Maya Society Under Colonial Rule, chapters 1, 3



OR

Irene Silverblatt, Moon, Sun, and Witches: Gender Ideologies and Class in Inca and Colonial Peru, chapters 6-8

March 6 Colonization 


Nancy Farriss, Maya Society Under Colonial Rule, chapters 10, 11




OR

Irene Silverblatt, Moon, Sun, and Witches: Gender Ideologies and Class in Inca and Colonial Peru, chapters 9, 10

March 8 Case Study #1 Guatemalan Maya, Inequality, and Civil War
Legacy of Mesoamerica, chapter 5  
A Mayan Life

March 13 A Mayan Life

Film: Todos Santos
March 15 A Mayan Life 
March 27 A Mayan Life 

March 29 Manz, Refugees of a Hidden War (selections)


Film: When the Mountains Tremble
April 3 Case Study #2 Race, Class, and Gender in the Andes

Weismantel, Cholas and Pishtacos, Intro


Stutzman, Mestizaje: An All-Inclusive Ideology of Exclusion

Film: Mirrors of the Heart

April 5 Weismantel, Cholas and Pishtacos, Part I
April 10 Weismantel, Cholas and Pishtacos, Part II
April 12 Weismantel, Cholas and Pishtacos, Part III
April 17 Case Study #3 Amazonian Indians, Cosmology, Kinship, and Ritual Cannibalism

Conklin, Consuming Grief, Part I 


Films: Contact, Yanomami 

April 19 Conklin, Consuming Grief, Part II

April 24 Conklin, Consuming Grief, Part III

April 26 Conklin, Consuming Grief, Part IV

May 1 Case Study#4 Indigenous People, Environmental Issues, and Social Movements 

Kane, Savages, Part I

Film: Trinkets and Beads

May 3 Kane, Savages, Part II

Film: Amazon Journal
May 8 Kane, Savages, Part III


Film: Bolivia: Indian Revolt
May 10 Kane, Savages, finish Part III
