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Course Description:  The course examines how race and ethnicity are used as a basis for political mobilization in Latin America. Specific attention is paid to contemporary native American Indian movements across the region. Current scholarly work on race and ethnicity in Latin America is introduced in a book-length monograph and academic journal articles.  

Course objectives: This course is organized around several learning objectives.  The themes presented and the assigned texts correspond to these objectives. By the end of the course students will be able to:

· define ‘race’ and ‘ethnicity’ and trace the political use of these terms in different historical periods in Latin America;

· identify and describe the central demands and organization of contemporary social movements in the Americas that use race/ethnicity as an organizing principle and these movements’ relationship to the state.

During the course of the semester students:

· practice analytical skills by writing a research paper on a topic related to the course;  

· improve oral skills through planning and participating in group-led discussions and in-class discussions.

Required texts: A book and a course reader are for sale at the Allegheny College Bookstore and are required for the course:

Yashar, Deborah J. 2005. Contesting Citizenship in Latin America: The Rise of Indigenous Movements and the Postliberal Challenge. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
A course reader. 

Requirements and expectations:
This course requires three things: written work, reading, and active participation in every class. Because the course depends on your participation, attendance is required. All assigned reading must be completed before the beginning of class for the day that it is assigned.  You do not have to understand the assigned reading completely—some of it is difficult—but your task is to read it all. To participate in classroom discussions, you do not have to be right. Making mistakes, trying out new ideas, and asking questions are the best ways to learn. 

All written work for this course should aim for logical rigor, concision, clarity, and factual correctness. Essays should make a logical argument based on a reasonable comprehension of relevant texts. All essays must be legibly typed/word-processed, proofread, and double-spaced.  

Assignments and grading:

Student-led Presentation and Discussion: Each student will make one summary presentation of a class reading and co-lead one class discussion.  For the summary presentation, the student will make a 10 minute presentation on an assigned reading. The students should focus on key concepts and the author’s argument. The student should not read from the text verbatim and should put the summary in his/her own words. The focus in this exercise is to speak clearly, succinctly, and without jargon about complicated ideas. Students should think carefully about motivating the presentation. That is, presenters should give the class a sense of why this article/book matters in the context of the course.

Leading class discussion typically will be done in groups of two or three students. On the day of the class discussion, the students leading the discussion will bring a handout to class with four or five discussion questions. (The professor will be available to make photocopies before class; Alternatively, students can ask Linda Mauro, our secretary, for permission to make copies.) I encourage discussion leaders to be creative in their presentation of the material! I suggest breaking the class up into small-groups, organizing a debate, and/or using overhead transparency aids, etc. Discussion leaders must incorporate a hand out for the class into their presentation. Suggestions for preparing for and leading discussions in class are attached. Summary presentation: 10% of final grade; Discussion leadership: 10% of final grade.  

Seminar Attendance and Participation: 15% of final grade. 

Reading Response Papers: Three times during the semester students will write a two to three page double-spaced paper responding to the readings for a class period. In these response papers, students need to do two things: summarize the author’s argument/central point in the text and connect the assigned reading with the larger themes of the course and/or readings from previous class sessions (I will expect more complex connections to be made as the course progresses). Students will sign up for due dates at the beginning of the semester (two before October 24 and one after). These papers must be handed in by the beginning of the class meeting in which we discuss the material. Response papers: 15% of final grade.  

Article Review: For the November 19 class, students will read two articles from The New Yorker by journalist Joe Kane, based on Kane’s work among indigenous peoples in Ecuador and their struggles against large oil interests. The purpose of the review is to critically examine Kane’s work in light of the themes/topics that we have been reading and discussing in the seminar. Students will critically evaluate Kane’s work from the perspective of a political scientist studying indigenous peoples, development, and activism in the Americas. Compare and contrast Kane’s articles to academic/scholarly work on similar topics that you’ve read. The article review should be five to six pages, double-spaced, and impeccably proof-read. It is due at the start of class on November 19. Article Review: 15% of final grade.

Research Paper:  The junior seminar at Allegheny is designed to prepare students to successfully write a senior project. In this seminar, students will have the opportunity to hone skills necessary for completing successfully the comprehensive project by researching and writing a research paper on the question: who speaks for Indians? See attached assignment sheet for a detailed description of the assignment. The final product must be 10-15 pages, double-spaced, impeccably proofread, substantively titled, and include an annotated bibliography with ten annotated sources (at least three of which must be drawn from scholarly journals). Research paper: 35% of final grade.  Due on Monday December 17 at 9:00 a.m.

NOTE: Any student who wishes to receive academic accommodations based on a documented learning, physical, or psychological disability should contact John Mangine in the Learning Commons (john.mangine@allegheny.edu, 332-2898).  The Learning Commons arranges these accommodations for students. Please also let me know that you have contacted the Learning Commons. http://learningcommons.allegheny.edu/support.php
Course Schedule:  
SETTING THE STAGE
September 3: Introduction to the course. 
September 5: Read “The Newest Indians” (course reader).  EACH STUDENT PREPARE A SUMMARY OF THE ARTICLE FOR PRACTICE.
September 10: Introduction to Social Movements: U.S.; read Omi and Winant (course reader). STUDENT SUMMARY
September 12: Introduction to Social Movements Latin America; read Stavenhagen (course reader). STUDENT SUMMARY
September 17: Read Yashar, ch. 1. 
September 19: Read “Indigenous Leaders Speak Out” (course reader). 
September 24: Representation and Rhetoric; read Graham (course reader). STUDENT SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION
September 26: Read Yashar, ch. 2.

October 1: Read Yashar, ch. 3. STUDENT SUMMARY
ECUADOR: LATIN AMERICA’S STRONGEST INDIGENOUS MOVEMENT

October 3: Read Yashar, 85-118. STUDENT SUMMARY
October 8: Read Yashar, 118-151. STUDENT SUMMARY
October 10: Read Pallares (to be handed out in class). STUDENT SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION
BOLIVIA: STRONG REGIONAL MOVEMENT

October 15: Fall break!

October 17: Is Evo indigenous?; read Albro (course reader) and “Even the Upscale Wear Indigenous Dress” (course reader). STUDENT SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION
October 22: Read Yashar, 152-189. STUDENT SUMMARY
October 24: Read Yashar, 189-223.
PERU: WEAK NATIONAL MOVEMENT

October 29: Read García (course reader). STUDENT SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION. 
October 31: Read Yashar, 224-246.
November 5: Read Yashar, 246-278. STUDENT SUMMARY. 
November 7: Read García and Lucero (course reader). STUDENT SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION
DEVELOPMENT AND INDIAN RIGHTS 

November 12: Read Davis, “Indigenous Peoples, Poverty, and Participatory Development” (course reader). STUDENT SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION.
November 14: Boomerang Pattern; read Foreno “Seeking Balance: Growth vs. Culture in Amazon” (course reader).
November 19: Read Kane’s two articles from The New Yorker. Article Review due.
November 21: Thanksgiving!

Week of November 26 and 28: Class cancelled. All students will meet with professor this week to talk about their research paper.  Bring annotated bibliography to meeting (four sources).
“WE ARE NOT INDIGENOUS:” NEGATION AND SILENCE

December 3: Assimilating Indians. Read Martínez (course reader). STUDENT SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION
December 5: Absence of ethnic organizing. Read Mattiace (course reader). STUDENT SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION.
WRAP UP 

December 10: Read Yashar, ch. 7.
December 12: View “Incidents of Travel in Chichén Itzá;” read Castañeda (course reader). 

Research Paper: Who Speaks for Indians?

In this paper, students focus on the issue of political representation. Students will choose a specific country case in Latin America and then focus on two organizations working with and for Indian peoples: one must be an Indian movement/organization and the second an organization/institution working with indigenous peoples. The question of what constitutes an Indian movement can be tricky, but examples include the National Indian Congress (CNI) and the EZLN in Mexico; the UNORCAC in Cotacachi, Ecuador; the Regional Indian Council of the Cauca in Colombia, and the coca federation of Chapare, Bolivia. Examples of organizations/institutions working with Indians include: the World Bank; missionaries; non-governmental organizations such as Oxfam; local, regional, or national indigenous organizations; churches; and government agencies/institutions dealing with “Indian affairs” such as the Comisión Nacional para el Desarrollo de Pueblos Indígenas (CDI) in Mexico. I recommend picking organizations based on the amount of information available on each.
In the body of the paper, the following areas/questions must be addressed:

· a short history of the organizations;

· a critical analysis of the ways in which these organizations “speak for” Indians, comparing and contrasting the two organizations;

· a discussion of the agendas being advanced by the organizations/movements;

· a critical analysis of the academic writing on these organizations and/or the work that they do.  How do academic accounts differ from non-academic accounts/statements?

All papers must advance an argument and provide evidence in support of the argument. 

The final grade will include work done on a preliminary annotated bibliography. The final annotated bibliography must include ten annotated sources. 
