LASC448C/ANTH468O

RACE AND ETHNICITY IN LATIN AMERICA

Spring 2004

Wednesdays, 2-4:30 PM 

Jimenez Hall, Room 2123

Instructor: Jan H. French

Office: Holzapfel 1122F

Email: jfrench@umd.edu

Office Hours: Tues. 3-4 PM

Wed. 10-12 and by appointment

Course Description:

The cultural politics of race and ethnicity have become increasingly salient in Latin America, as indigenous and African-descended peoples have asserted racial and ethnic identity as a basis for resources, rights, and land.  This course will introduce students to the breadth of the racial and ethnic tapestry of Latin America, to the complexity of racial mixing (“mestizaje” in Spanish, “mistura” in Portuguese), to processes of ethnogenesis (the formation of new ethnic identities), and to the relationship between racial and ethnic identity and processes of nation formation. The course does not assume given definitions of key concepts (such as race, ethnicity, or nationality), and will explore different uses of these.  Moreover, due to the enormous variety of nations, states, and peoples in Latin America, this course will illustrate themes through representative examples.  This course will first introduce theoretical and practical issues surrounding the concepts of race and ethnicity.  We will then consider differences and overlaps between the twin concepts of race and ethnicity, often spoken together, but rarely examined in relation to each other.  Through the readings, we will probe questions such as:  How are race and ethnicity key to understanding “identity” and “community” in both urban and rural settings in Latin America?  What makes it possible for individuals or groups to lay claim to new racial or ethnic identities?  How do legal constructs structure and sanction identities?  How do ideologies of mestizaje both open up new possibilities and recreate national mythologies of inclusion and exclusion?  How do race and ethnicity intersect with nationhood?  How do they intersect with class and gender? Finally, how do we account for affective and emotional attachment to place and particular ethnic identification in an increasingly transnational and global social and political environment?

Course Requirements:

Attendance, Reading, and Participation:  Students are expected to attend all classes (attendance taken), to complete reading assignments by the date on which they are listed, and to participate in class discussions.  


Personal Narrative - (3-5 pages, double-spaced, 12 point) 

Everyone living in the United States has a story about race, whether personal experience or shared by a friend or family member.  Write a personal narrative about your experience living in a racialized society.  This assignment is to explore, describe, and evaluate your own ideas, experiences, and histories regarding questions of race.  Papers are due at the beginning of class on the date due.  Late papers will be penalized.


Reading Notes - Reaction to and/or critique of the readings for eight (8) weeks dealing with all of the readings for the week.  This is designed to help you keep up with the readings, facilitate discussion, and prepare you to study for the final exam.  

Each week of reading notes is worth 5 points.  


Short Paper – (6-8 pages, double-spaced, 12 point)

Topics will be distributed on February 25 (Week 5) and papers will be due in class on March 31 (Week 9).  Papers are due at the beginning of class on the date due.  Late papers will be penalized. 

Final Exam - Administered during the final exam period (Monday, May 17, 1:30-3:30).  The final exam will test your knowledge of issues and readings covered throughout the course. 


The following books are available in the bookstore.  All other readings will be available on electronic course reserves accessible through the library catalogue.  The password for the reserve reading list is “lasc448cfre” (case sensitive).  In addition to access through reserve, I have given you information as to how to access some of the articles through the library catalogue.  


I.  Theoretical Background on Race, Ethnicity, Culture, and Identity

Week 1 (1/28) Introduction
1. Mirrors of the Heart (1993) (available to be viewed on dial access at Hornbake

 
Library 1/26-2/7)

2. American Anthropological Association Statement on Race (3 pp)

3. United Nations Declaration on Race and Racial Prejudice (5 pp)

Week 2 (2/4) 
The Concept(s) of Race (77 pp) 

1. Torres-Saillant, Silvio. “The Tribulations of Blackness: Stages in Dominican Racial Identity,” Callaloo 23:3 (2000); available through library catalogue – journals – Callaloo, then click on Muse and scroll down to nonfiction (25)

2. Candelario, Ginetta E. B. “‘Black Behind the Ears’ --and Up Front Too? Dominicans in the Black Mosaic,” The Public Historian 23:4 (2001); available through library catalogue – journals – Public Historian, then click on Catchword (15)

3. Derby, Lauren. “The Dictator’s Seduction: Gender and State Spectacle During the Trujillo Regime,” Callaloo 23:3 (2000); available through library catalogue – journals – Callaloo, then click on Muse and scroll down to nonfiction (25)

4. Charles Wagley. On the Concept of Social Race in the Americas (1959) (12)

Week 3 (2/11)
Personal Narrative due at beginning of class 

Connecting Blackness and Identity/Questioning the Value of “Identity” (68 pp)

1. Michael Hanchard. “Racism, Eroticism, and the Paradoxes of a U.S. Black Researcher in Brazil” in Twine and Warren. Racing Research, Researching Race: Methodological Dilemmas in Critical Race Studies. NYU Press, 2000. (18)

2. Robert Gooding-Williams. “Race, Multiculturalism and Democracy” in Bernasconi, Race, Blackwell Readings in Continental Philosophy. Blackwell Publishers, 2001. (10)

3. Livio Sansone. “An Afro-Latin Paradox?” In Blackness without Ethnicity: Constructing Race in Brazil. Palgrave Macmillan, 2003. (20)

4. R. Brubaker and F. Cooper. “Beyond Identity” in Theory and Society 29 (2000): 1-21. (part) (20)

Week 4 (2/18) Ethnicity and Culture: Linked Concepts (72 pp) 

1. Fredrik Barth. Introduction to Ethnic Groups and Boundaries: The Social Organization of Culture Difference (1969) (10)

2. Peter Wade. “The Meaning of ‘Race’ and ‘Ethnicity’” in Race and Ethnicity in Latin America. Pluto Press, 1997. (20)

3. Jean and John Comaroff. “Of Totemism and Ethnicity,” in Ethnography and the Historical Imagination, Westview Press, 1992. (20) 

4. Helmuth Berking. “‘Ethnicity Is Everywhere’: On Globalization and the Transformation of Cultural Identity” in Current Sociology 51, no. 3/4 (2003): 248-64; available through library catalogue – journals – Current Sociology, then click on Ingenta (13) 

5. International Labor Organization (ILO) Convention No. 169 (9); you can access this at the URL:  http://www1.unm.edu/humanrts/instee/r1citp.htm

II.  Race, Nation, and Gender in Latin America

Week 5 (2/25) Short Paper topics will be distributed   
(80 pp)

1. George W. Crichfield, The United States Is Honor Bound to Maintain Law and Order in South America (1908) (8)

2. Latin America in Caricatures

3. Irene Silverblatt, “Prologue” to Modern Inquisitions: The Colonial Origins of the Civilized World (forthcoming) (18)

4. Selections from Race and Nation in Latin America:

a. Introduction: Racial Nations (22)

b. Chapter 1: Little Middle Ground (17)

c. Chapter 3: Searching for “Latin America” (15)

Week 6 (3/3) 
Selections from Race and Nation in Latin America:  (90 pp)

d. Chapter 6: Interracial Courtship (20)

e. Chapter 7: From Mestizophilia to Biotypology (17)

f. Chapter 8: Race, Region, and Nation (19)

g. Chapter 9: Racializing Regional Difference (20)

h. Afterword (14)

Week 7 (3/10) David Guss, The Festive State (All but Chapter 1 and Chapter 4) (120 pp)

I will hand out synopsis of Chapter 1 of Alonso for next week.

Week 8 (3/17) Ana María Alonso, Thread of Blood (70 pp)




Introduction, 3-11




Part I Introduction, 15-20




Chapter 2: Honor and Ethnicity, 50-71




Chapter 3: Honor and Gender, 73-103




Chapter 4: Honor and Class, 105-111



I will hand out synopsis of Chapter 5 of Alonso for next week.
Week 9 (3/31) Short Paper due at beginning of class
Ana María Alonso, Thread of Blood (85 pp)


Part II Introduction, 115-118


Chapter 6: The Forms and Organization of Serrano Resistance, 157-176


Chapter 7: Progress as Disorder and Dishonor, 177-212


Chapter 8: Caciques at Home, 213-230


Afterword, 231-238

Week 10 (4/7) (55 pp)

1. Carol A. Smith, “Race-Class-Gender Ideology in Guatemala: Modern & Anti-Modern Forms” in Comparative Studies in Society and History 37:4 (1995); available through J-Stor – search in History for journal (25)

2. Rick A. López, “The India Bonita Contest of 1921 and the Ethnicization of Mexican National Culture” in Hispanic American Historical Review 82, no. 2 (2002): 291-328;  available through J-Stor – search in History for journal (30)


III.  The Politics of Race, Ethnicity, and Mestizaje in Latin America

Week 11 (4/14)  (129 pp)

1. Charles R. Hale, “Cultural Politics of Identity in Latin America” in Annual Review of Anthropology 26 (1997): 567-90. (20)

2. Les W. Field, “Blood and Traits: Preliminary Observations on the Analysis of Mestizo and Indigenous Identities in Latin America vs. The U.S.” in Journal of Latin American Anthropology 7, no. 1 (2002): 2-33. (21)

3. Marisol de la Cadena, “Reconstructing Race: Racism, Culture and Mestizaje in Latin America” in NACLA Report on the Americas 34:6 (2001): 16-23. (7)

4. Jeffrey L. Gould, To Die in This Way: Nicaraguan Indians and the Myth of Mestizaje, 1880-1965: 

a. Introduction, 1-20

b. Chapter 1, 26-59

c. Chapter 2, 69-97

Week 12 (4/21) (150 pp)

1. Jeffrey L. Gould, To Die in This Way:  Finish the book 
a. Chapters 3-7, Epilogue and Conclusion

Week 13 (4/28) (137)

1. Gordon and Anderson. “The African Diaspora: Toward an Ethnography of Diasporic Identification.” In Journal of American Folklore 112, no. 445 (1999): 282-96; available through Literature on Line (10)

2. José Maurício Arruti. “From ‘Mixed Indians’to ‘Indigenous Remainders’: Strategies of Ethnocide and Ethnogenesis in Northeastern Brazil” in The Challenge of Diversity: Indigenous Peoples and Reform of the State in Latin America, Assies, van der Haar, Hoekema, eds. 97-121. Amsterdam, The Netherlands: Thela Thesis, 1998. (15)

3. Ramos, Alcida Rita. “Pulp Fictions of Indigenism” in Race, Nature, and the Politics of Difference, Moore, Kosek, Pandian, eds. 356-79. Duke University Press, 2003. (20)

4. Jonathan Warren. Racial Revolutions: Antiracism and Indigenous Resurgence in Brazil:

a. Introduction, 1-4

b. Chapter 1, 5-33

c. Chapter 2, 34-53

d. Chapter 3, 54-92

Week 14 (5/5) 

1. Jonathan Warren, Racial Revolutions: Finish the book

a. Chapters 4 through 8 and Epilogue

FINAL EXAM  Monday, May 17, 1:30-3:30 pm

Please address the following: 


- When did you first become aware of the concept of race? 


- Have you lived in a diverse community? Worked? Gone to school? 


- How has your "race" affected your life or the life of your family members? 


- Describe your most positive experience related to race. 


- Describe your most negative experience related to race.








Course Grade: 


10%	Personal Narrative


40%	Reading Notes (8 out of 14 weeks)


20%	Short Paper


30%	Final Exam








Your reading notes should accomplish the following:


- Deal with each of the readings for the week.


- Provide the central points of each reading (or each chapter if reading comes from a single book) and relate the readings (or chapters) to each other.


- Choose specific points and analyze them, using quotes from the readings.


- Raise questions about the readings and attempt to answer them through close reading and analysis.


- Allow yourself to be creative.


- No more than 600 words.








Three unexcused absences will result in a reduction of your overall grade; five unexcused absences are grounds for failure of the course. Class participation can make a difference of ½ grade (ex. B could become B- or B+).








Ana María Alonso, Thread of Blood: Colonialism, Revolution, and Gender on Mexico's Northern Frontier, Hegemony and Experience


Appelbaum, Macpherson, and Rosemblatt, Race and Nation in Modern Latin America


Jeffrey Gould, To Die in This Way: Nicaraguan Indians and the Myth of Mestizaje, 1880-1965


David Guss, The Festive State: Race, Ethnicity, and Nationalism as Cultural Performance


Jonathan Warren, Racial Revolutions: Antiracism and Indigenous Resurgence in Brazil
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